Simple intraoperative traction system for acetabular fracture surgery.
The open reduction and internal fixation of complex acetabular fractures generally require some amount of sustained intraoperative traction. This traction can be provided by either specialized traction tables or scrubbed assistants. Both methods have their advantages and disadvantages. Specialized traction tables provide excellent controlled traction but are costly. Interested assistants are less costly, but at many institutions an adequate number of them are unavailable. We describe the design, construction, and use of a simple intraoperative traction device to aid in the open reduction and internal fixation of acetabular fractures.